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SUBJECT: LABOR DEVELOPMENTS: THAILAND 

REF: A) BANGKOK 18835; B) BANGKOK 18794; C) STATE 

200420 

1 . EMBASSY'S REPORTING ON LABOR DEVELOPMENTS (REFS A AND 
B) MOST HELPFUL. 

2. AAFLI DIRECTOR PALADINO JUST BACK FROM LEAVE AND MOST 
DISTURBED BY DEVELOPMENTS IN THAILAND. BELIEVES THEY 
ARE NOT ONLY REPRESSIVE TO LABOR MOVEMENT BUT BREACH OF 
FAITH WITH AAFLI. EARLIER THIS YEAR HE HAD HAD DISCUSSIONS 
WITH GENERAL KRIANGSAK AND WICHIT SAENGTHONG (THEN DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR) IN BANGKOK 
AND IN GENEVA WHICH HAD LED HIM TO BELIEVE THAT AAFLI 
WOULD BE ALLOWED TO OPERATE EFFECTIVELY IN THAILAND AND 
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THAT THAI LABOR MOVEMENT WOULD BE ALLOWED TO DEVELOP AND 
OPERATE NORMALLY. AAFLI REPS HAD PASSED THESE REASSURANCES 
ON TO THAI LABOR LEADERS. IN LIGHT RECENT EVENTS, AAFLI 
FEELS ITS CREDIBILITY WITH THAI LABOR MOVEMENT AT STAKE. 

3. PALADINO HAS DRAFTED STRONG STATEMENT FOR CONSIDERA- 
TION BY AFL-CIO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (MEETING OVER THE NEXT 
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SEVERAL DAYS). STATEMENT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY MIKE 
BOGGS OF AFL-CIO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT (IN 
ABSENCE OF ERNIE LEE). IT WILL CONDEMN IN FORCEFUL TERMS 
RTG TREATMENT OF LABOR MOVEMENT AND OF AAFLI AND NOTE THAT 
THIS IS IN OPPOSITION TO OAKLEY TESTIMONY ON HILL STATING 
THAT LABOR UNIONS ABLE TO CONTINUE TO FUNCTION. 

4. BOGGS TOLD EA LABOR ADVISOR THAT IT WAS NOT CERTAIN 
YET WHETHER COUNCIL WILL DECIDE TO APPROVE AND RELEASE 
STATEMENT. IF RELEASED WOULD BE DONE ON AUGUST 29 TO THE 
ACCOMPANIMENT OF AS MUCH PUBLICITY AS THE AFL-CIO CAN 
GENERATE. CHRISTOPHER 
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